
From Gulliver’s Sociology
to Alice’s Sociology.

or

A médialab at Sciences Po

Tommaso Venturini & Paul Girard



A short
blanket

Details of local interactions vs

Surface of global structures
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Quali/quantitative
divide

Details of local interactions vs

Surface of global structures

rich data, small populations

large populations, poor data



Gulliver sociology Gulliver's Travels
Jonathan Swift, 1726 



micro-interactions

macro-structure

From methodology to 
reification

rich data
small populations

large populations
poor data



Sui generis social facts?

Gabriel Tarde vs Emile Durkheim



The weaving of 
social phenomena
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Actor-Network Theory

Photo credit – Alessandro Coco via bonnierskonsthall.se - CC

Tomas Saraceno, Galaxy Forming along 
Filaments, like Droplets along the Strands of a 

Spider’s Web

Biennale
Venice
2009



The media as an 
object of study
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The media as carbon 
paper

Chris Harrison, 1994
Internet connections



Large populations Paul Butler, 2010
Visualizing Friendships



Rich data AOL user 711391 search history
www.minimovies.org/documentaires/view/ilovealaska



Large populations
and rich data

Google Flu
www.google.org/flutrends



Large populations
and rich data

Google Flu
www.google.org/flutrends



Large populations
and rich data

Google Flu
www.google.org/flutrends



Quali-quantitative 
methods

Top 50 US blogs

Ben Fry, 2006 

http://nymag.com/news/media/15972/ 

linkology



Datascapes exploration

Linkscape

Linkscape©
by Linkfluence© 



Alice sociology Alice's Adventures in Wonderland

Lewis Carroll, 1865



A place



A team



The médialab
missions

Monitoring + advices +
Formation + conferences

disseminate



The médialab
missions A scientific tool

equip



The médialab
missions Tools and methods

develop



Our tools
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