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1.Cartography is visual

2.Maps are not neutral

3.More maps ≠ better maps

4.Solutions (finding our way)



Cartography is visual
or, 
An extremely brief history

Section 1



6th Century BCE Babylonian Map of the 
World

Image courtesy of the British Museum 



12th Century CE

Cartographer: Al-Sharif al-Idrisi

Oriented with South up

Wikimedia



INDIANA UNIVERSITY BLOOMINGTON

Ebstorf Mappa Mundi
13th Century Modern T-O map

Wikimedia



16th Century 

Mercator Map of the World

Age of Exploration maps become 
more scientific

Wikimedia



19th Century 

Government-funded mapping agencies 
and projects
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Tokaido narabini Saigoku dochu ezu. 1.1687

David Rumsey Map Collection
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Inuit Cartography (Greenland)

Decolonial Atlas



Maps are not neutral
SECTION 2
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Image from dogfoose.com



The True Size of…

thetruesize.com
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HAVE YOU EVER WANTED TO BE THE 
CENTER OF ATTENTION SO BAD

YOU CUT ASIA IN HALF?
Wikimedia
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Cornell University – PJ Mode Collection of Persuasive Cartography.
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Cornell University – PJ Mode Collection of Persuasive Cartography.



More maps ≠ better maps
Section 3



INDIANA UNIVERSITY BLOOMINGTON

xkcd.com/1138

Unintentionally misleading maps 
happen ALL THE TIME
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Colors matter

Marie Claire 
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Chicago Tribune. Map created by Jonathon BerlinFox News



Solutions
SECTION 4



OpenStreetMap

Images by Mikel Maron



Mapbox Studio

Create custom base maps

Determine data for each zoom level

Experiment with color schemes

Gallery
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Colorbrewer
Cartographically 
sound color schemes

Accessibility 
standards
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Further Reading
• How to Lie With Maps, Mark Monmonier

• Cartographic Fictions, Karen Piper

• Strange Maps, a blog by Frank Jacobs

• National Geographic-Roper Public Affairs 2006 Geographic Literacy Survey

• The Decolonial Atlas

• The Map Room, a blog by Jonathan Crowe

• Cartonerd, a blog by Kenneth Field

• Cornell University Persuasive Cartography – The PJ Mode Collection



Thank you!

Theresa Quill

theward@indiana.edu


